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Caddo Lake book melds historical
research with stunning
photography

By Kate Archer Kent (/people/kate-archer-kent)

A new coffee table book featuring Caddo Lake pairs a veteran East Texas
writer and photographer, both who have a long affection for the lake.

1 Lufkin native Thad Sitton and
Dallas photographer Carolyn Brown
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add
VISIONS OF ASOUTHERN
CYPRESS LAKE

(http:#/mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/nT/files/201501/Caddo.jpa)
Credil Texas A&M University Press

(hitp://www.carolynbrownphotographer.com/GalleryMain.asp?
GalleryID=1508698AKey=7T557WEJ) worked together for several years on the
book “Caddo: Visions of a Scuthermn Cypress Lake.”

(hitp://www tamupress.com/product/Caddo,8041.aspx) The project, funded by
musician and Caddo Lake guardian Don Henley, is published by Texas
A&M University Press.

Sitton first started writing about Caddo Lake in the 1980s. For “Caddo,” he
combed through all the scientific research on file at the Caddo Lake
Institute. Sitton incorporated oral histories. He spent 20 days on the lake,
alone in his canoe to get the story right.

“The lake itself is biologically unigue. It's not like Okefenokee Swamp or the
Everglades or Chesapeake Bay wetlands. It's a unique wetland environment
with an enormous species count of birds, reptiles and mammals,” Sitton
said.

Dallas photographer Carolyn Brown made monthly trips to Caddo Lake for
two years. She says she was moved by the guides and the native lake
dwellers who have become the lake.

‘| started photographing the people who are just extremely unique in
character. Their whole personalities are made because of the lake and
becuase of the water and wildlife and the things that happen at the lake,”
Brown said, who at 78 called this book project her "swan song.”

The 166-page book is a tribute to the labyrinth-like waterway that straddles
the Louisiana-Texas border. Sitton and Brown will host a talk and book

signing on Saturday, Jan. 31, World Wetlands Day. The event will be held
at the Marshall Public Library, in Marshall, Texas, beginning at 1 p.m.
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