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Caddo Lake petting zoo offers reptiles, botanical
garden and more, but only through summer moniths

By Christina kane
clanegnewssournatcom

NCERTAIN — Want (o ses an
E g alligator at Caddo Lake? You
can do just that until the fall.

Ten alligators reside at Capl. Ron's
Gator Park, Petting Zoo and Gavdens
on the seane property as Ron Gibbs'
home at 3346 FM 2198 in Uncertain,
The gator pack is in its third season,
but this will be its last.

“Prn o retived sca captain. My
dreamn was to build a beautifut garden
and share it with the public,” Gibbs
said.

Many Fast‘'exans know Gibbs as the
captain of the Graceful Ghostsicam-
hoat a¢ Caddo Lalte. He got the idea for
the gatorpark years agofrom yisitors
who took rides on his steamboat.

“One of the first questions people
ask when they board the Graceful
Ghost is "‘Are we golng to sce any alli-
gators? One of the last questions they
ask is, ‘What elso is there to do?" ™
Gibbs said. - :

‘The captain decided to give the pub-
lic oxactly what it wanted — an op-
portunity to see ailigators ad have
something else to do on a Caddo Lake
visit,
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An African pygriy goat is one of the
non-ieptile animals at Capl. Ron's Gator
Park, Petting Zoo and Gatdens.

“There was 2 Baplist charch on the
mavket for years, and 1looked at the
pond behing it and thought it
would male a great gator pond,”
Gibbs said.

An aliigator
patiently waits
for a chunk of
chicken alter
being called for
feeding time
recently at Capt.
Ron's Gator Park,
Petting Zog and
Gardens in
Uncertain. Ron
Gibbs, the park’s
owner, is
shutting it down
in October.
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He bought the property, converted
the building into 2 heme and began
work on the park.

tle acquired 10 alligators but want-
edl more for children to do, So he
started work on a peiting zoo filled
with exotic animals, including Pygmy
goals, Vielhamese pot-yeltied pigs,
veacacks, & coatimundi frem Central
America, an African spurred torteise
from the Sahara Desert, an alpaca, a
forret, rabbits and many spocies of
chickens including soft feaihered
Silkies and Araucanas from Brazil.

Gibbs' passion is plants, so he also
wanted to have a garden on the prop-
erly filled with Leautifil varieties of
tropical and local plants, Duits and

See Z00, Page 7
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What: Capt. Ron's Gator Park, Petiing
Zoo and Gardens

where: 3846 FiA 7198, Uncertain

when: 10 am. to 6 pm. Wednesday
through Sunday

Cost: $8 for aduits, $6 for children
younger than 12, 55 per person who
3ls0 takes a steamboat ride

Information:
www.captainronsgatorparkcom or (303)
789-2100

From page §

flowers. ’ - b

A picnic area and barbecue it on
the prentises ean be nsed for free by
patrons whe want to have a party or -
cook out while visiting the park. Ad-
imission fo the park is $3 for-adults, $6
for children younger than 12 or §5 per
person for those who also take a
steamboat ride. R

Gibbs has continually added to the
park each year since its inception.”
“'his year; fie added a train ride - .

around the premises and was working

on a waterfall. -

He loarned about a month ago that
his hotme insufance was being can:
coled beeause he had an aliigator
park open {0 the publicon the same
property as his house.

“Pecanse I built it around my home,
I can't get insurance,” he said. "They
squished my dream like it wasa bug.™”

Gibbs is negotiating with a poten-
tial buyer to move the gator par'x and
petiing zoo to anothor location in Bast
Texas: however, he intends to leep
ihe park open ai Caddo Lalee for the
remainder of the season. He intends

ton Gibbs looks at.the plants

recently at his Capt. Ro

Gibbs also operates the Graceful Ghest steamboat tours on the lake.

1o keep his gardens full time for his
personal enjoyment. ’

“This will be opern vatil the fall,” he
said. "The gators go dormant in Octo-
Dber. We'll be open until then.” .

When thie weathor gets cool and al-
ligators stop feeding, they dig a den in
the bank of a pond and burrow there
until the weather warms back v, typ-
ically in March, Gibbs said.

Jor those who come o the gator
park, Gibbs maltes sure they get to
see alligators. He foeds the animals

and offers visitors a bit of galor food
for them to toss over the fence for the
alligators, who are eager to come out
of the pond at dinner time. The park
fentures a watching decl for visitors
to observe the fecding.

He's also learned a bit about alliga-
tors himself since running the park,

“They have the strongest stomach
acid of any animal,” he said.

He also noted that an alligator can
outrun “anything en earth” for the
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Iv's Gator Park, Petting Zoo and Gardens in Uncertain on Caddo Lake.

straight line.

“If yow're being chased by an alliga-
tor, make a shavp right turi. They
cannol do S0-degree turns,” he zaid.

They also fear humans until thoy
have grown accustomed to theim,
which mostly comes from developing
trust at fecding time, Gibbs said.

“Lyery weeld more and more people
are finding out about us,” Gibbs said.
He estimated about 200 people visit
the gator patk each week during the
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