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We have an idea to save money for the state of Texas and, thereby, save us all money. 

It has become too costly to educate children for 12 full years, so we propose that free public 

education be cut in half. Now, you will be able to graduate in only six years. After that, go out 

and get yourself a job somewhere. 

 

Not only that, but the state spends far too much money on crime prevention. How many of us 

really fall victim to crime, anyway? So we believe the number of state troopers should be cut in 

half. 

 

We should also change the rules on food safety laws because not only are they expensive to 

enforce, but they are too expensive for businesses to deal with. Henceforth, all standards will be 

reduced. Yes, a few more people will get sick, but won’t the savings be worth it? The likelihood 

that you will be one of those who fall ill is actually quite small. 

 

The same rules will apply in every realm now supervised by the state, including hospitals and 

nursing homes. It is time to loosen the reins of government. 

 

Obviously, all the preceeding paragraphs do not represent the way we really feel, or probably the 

thoughts of anyone in their right mind. They are just a dose of pure silliness designed to 

underscore an actual bit of foolishness being considered by the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality. 

 

That new proposed rule, highlighted in our paper earlier this week and in a column on the 

opposite side of this page, would be to double the amount of E. coli colonies that would be 

allowed in our lakes, rivers and streams to be considered safe. 

 

This is no joke but it should be. 

 

When anyone steps into a lake you can expect that some E. coli will be present. These are natural 

bodies of water used by animals of all kinds and which have runoff waste from property. 

It happens, so to speak. 

 

So you take a chance when you go swimming, wading, fishing or skiing in any public body of 

water. You might get sick. 

 

But because of the standards we now have — no more than about 100 colonies of E. coli per 

milliliter of water — that chance is thankfully low, some six people out of every 1,000 will get 

sick. 

 

Hitting that quality standard however, is getting tougher and more expensive. 

So what is the state’s answer to that? 
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Why, lower the standard of course. In fact, it is to allow almost twice as many E. coli colonies 

per milliliter. 

 

Mind you, the number of people likely to get sick is still predicted to be low, but that is little 

consolation if you are the one who gets sick, or your child, or elderly parent. 

 

It is also important to note that only areas that are known to often be utilized by swimmers are 

tested. 

 

Most places are only spot tested or perhaps never tested at all. If you have a favorite swimming 

hole on private property somewhere you should be aware of that risk and know that it is going to 

become much more serious if these new rules are allowed to go into effect. 

 

The answer to this problem is not to lower standards but to require those causing the problem to 

clean up their act. This will not be popular either, as in our area it is mostly the poultry industry 

that causes such pollution. 

 

And E. coli is not the only biological danger, but it is the only one tested for. Allowing E. coli 

amounts to raise will undoubtedly cause the others to increase, too. 

 

This is a simple public health issue and needs to be treated as such. 

 

It is just plain silly to do anything else. 


