
E. coli closes beach, swim areas at
GrrHn Evaus
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
could know by Thursday whether
beaches and campgrounds closed by eI-
evated Ecoli bacteria levels can reopen
at Lake O'the Pines, the reservoir man-
ager reported Monday.
Seven designated swimming areas

closed this past Friday after routine
sampling revealed bacteria levels be-
yond limits set by the state, lake man-
ager Bobby Hamrick said.
No illnesses or other physical harm

have been reported to the Corps of En-
gineers, which built and oversees the
reservoir.
There also are no health implica-

tions for Longview, Lone Star, Hughes
Springs or other cities that drink water

from Lake O'the Pines.
"In terms of water supply, it's of no

significance to Longview and our
(customer network) cities," Northeast
Texas Municipal Water Supply District
Manager Walt Sears said. "Our water
treatment for both (customer groups)
require that the water be disinfected.
So, we use chlorine or some disinfec-
tant that treats the water."
The closed areas are Sandy Beach

and Long Beach, the Brushy Creek,
Aliey Creek and Johnson Creek camp-
grounds, and day use areas at Shady
Grove and Johnson Creek.
Hamrick said the ban affects only

shoreline activity. The standard for
banning offshore much higher than
contaminant levels that affect onshore
decisions, he said.

"The guidelines for the water is 10

times what they are for the beach area,"
Hamrick said. "(Bacterial) organisms
are everywhere. They are in the water
all the time."
He said 70 new shoreline samples were

taken early Monday.
"We will review those, and if they are

within state standards we'll reopen the
beach (in the sample)," he said. "We
didn't want people to go in until we flnd
that the numbers are good."
He estimated learning results of

Monday's tests by Thursday, when the
Fourth of July weekend will still be a
week away.
"I know it, I know it - everybody wants

to get in the water," he said. "(Testing)
is generally a four-day process."

See E. COLI, Page 6A

*Eilb[F4

E. eoli eloses beach, swim &re&s
continued from page 1A on Environmental euality
_Meanwhile, he stressed that do _monitor-water quality uponly shoreline recreation i. and down Lake O,ih. pire|curtailed. as part of the Clean Rive;;
,_Jne.!.sh are still the same, program and othei iliti;the skiing, boating _ uii tives. No ottrer cfosings iailthe othe_r recreation are the heen issued tfrroogiil-fri.J
:arye,_ Hamrick said. ,.We channels.
oon't have__any information 

_ 
Sears and Hamrick credited

1! to 31v illness or anything heavy ra-ins iwo weef.J 
"iolf:l^.i1td*ith this Uaiteiial with washing bacteria foundlr we do, we will report it.,' throughout ttre region,, ,oil

^Th: :1:r..,0^ a"e"s compri.u towarl tho lake. Chicken lit_
3l^o,t_lh" U.S. Army Corps of ter and other residueil;;i;_
rjn-glneers designated .*1n1_ cal confined animal pr"-lf-,ir_

$ff.ryf .ttrresiroin- ioilffi eig.ctp"l;s 8"eek watershed
3,lerts. to.bg enacted because includingLake O,the Fi;;;-.-they don't draw such .on."n_ , That klnd olt ."iri."iiiliirtrations of people. framiici will migrat"-Oi"t iffi';;;sald.
rhe corps does not test 

",n". 
:ffili?1#r lkt,?"ffi&*

shoreline areas, though rl"li tures tnen foster -g.o*Tfr- 
ofwtth the Texas Comml.rlon bacteria.

lake 0' the Piner

A FA M I ry prAys, n,n. ffi 
';i.,,fu 

:ti:!]ihf+:*Hi ;f,ilff 
,"#i?'Jf 

'si Jffl
park at Lake 0,the pines. n,rr""^#?fllJll:r:tr,av"., gijr^9$Iin€into_the-entire

The MarshallNews Messenger, Tuesday, June 22, 2010


